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ticks reach the ground, they mate and the females lay eggs which hatch out in about ten days, if the weather is favorable.
Symptoms
When the ticks are numerous they may be seen with the naked eye on casual examination of the ear, but if the number is small it may require a much more careful search to find them. When large numbers of ticks inhabit the ear, the inner cavity may be filled with accumulated wax and scales to such an extent as to interfere with hearing. The animal shakes its head from side to side and may try to relieve the itching by rubbing the ears. Any horse showing these symptoms should be examined carefully.
Treatment
The Bureau of Animal Industry has perfected a treatment for the eradication of ear-ticks, consisting of a mixture of 2 parts by volume of ordinary pine-tar and 1 part by volume of cottonseed-oil. These ingredients will mix readily if both are warmed.
Horses do not like to have the ears examined or treated and make considerable fuss when either is done. When treatment is undertaken, the animal must be restrained either by putting a twitch on the nose or some other simple means devised by the owner. A metal or hard rubber syringe should be used for injecting the pine-tar mixture into the ear cavity. If the mixture is heated before use, it will flow readily from the syringe into the inner recesses of the ear. Inject the oil as far in as possible and turn the animal's head to one side to permit it to run in farther. Introduce % ounce of the mixture into each ear. If the ear is filled with wax, it will be necessary to scrape this out before treatment is begun. One treatment will destroy all the ticks present at the time, but infestation by another crop of small seed ticks may occur in a month or two.